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DEDICATION
To my parents, Frank and Hazel Houston,
Whose decisions in life
changed not only their own future,
but my future, as well as
the lives of countless thousands of
men and women across the globe.

Introduction:
INTRODUCTION
When my father was 18 years old, he was a disillusioned teenager with no sense of purpose. He was almost an
alcoholic, sick in his body and depressed about life, yet something happened that changed his life forever.
It was at the funeral of a close school friend that he heard the Gospel and was challenged to make a choice there
and then. He gave his life to Jesus Christ and discovered a new, exciting way of living.
That decision made back in 1940 was the major turning point that set him on a path and a destiny that has had farreaching effect. It not only changed his life, but it set a new course for the future generations of the Houston family.
Yet it doesn’t stop there. Frank Houston served God for over fifty years and the impact of his preaching and ministry
has ultimately changed the lives of countless of thousands around the world.
Growing up in the church as I did, I have see God at work in people’s lives. Not only do I know that He can change
lives, but I know that He wants to and does. Making the decision to invite God into your life sets the course for a
great future and a great destiny.
Life is full of options, choices and opportunities. We were not created to be robots or puppets, but rather freethinking, creative individuals who have the capacity to fulfil great potential. I believe that God has a plan and a
purpose for each and every life that will ultimately lead to the complete fulfillment of one’s destiny.
There are three types of people: those who watch things happen, those who make things happen, and those who
wonder what happened. Frank Houston went from watching and wondering about life, to making things happen. It
began with making a significant decision that changed him forever.
We were created to live life to its maximum capacity. We were not created to be observers or bystanders, but
rather active participants over the entire spectrum of the days allotted to us.
Being a Bible-believing Christian is all about discovering the principles that enable you to live an exciting life of
purpose, full of vision and hope. The Old Testament prophet Jeremiah prophesied the words of God:
‘For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says
the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you
a future and a hope.’ ¹
No matter what circumstances you may be facing now, God has a great future in mind for you. You don’t have to
watch your life unfold in helpless bewilderment. You can change the future! It’s a powerful statement but it’s true.
You may not like your past, or you may be disillusioned with your present situation, but the exciting fact is that you
can look forward with hope and expectancy to your future, because you can do something about it. The exciting
impact of changing your future goes well beyond you, because when you change your life, the lives of many others
are also changed.
The ultimate question before you begin reading this book is, do you want more from your life? If you are fed up
with your job, unhappy with your personality, disillusioned with your relationships or bored with your lifestyle – you
can change it! It only takes a spark to get a fire going. Hopefully the following chapters will ignite you to change, and
in doing so, will launch you into an exciting new future.
YOU CAN
CHANGE THE FUTURE

Chapter 14:
CHAPTER FOURTEEN
CHANGE A CURSE INTO A BLESSING

When my father gave his life to Christ in 1940, he cut off the past and changed the future forever as he
began to walk in the inheritance and blessings of God.
God's eternal plans go from generation to generation. While certain types of sin can run through
generations, such as alcoholism, depression and divorce, you can cut off those inherited courses through
the promise and power of God:
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.
From the moment you receive Christ in your life, old things are passed away and a new day dawns for
the generations to come. The decisions you make have long-reaching consequences, firstly in terms of
your own life and secondly, in how you affect others.
In the same way that generational curses get passed down as a heritage through families, so does
generational blessing. If you are building your life based on God's Word and His blessing, you are building a
great heritage for the generations to come. Look at how the Word describes the blessing of a righteous
man:
Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who delights greatly in His commandments. His
descendants will be mighty on earth; the generation of the upright will be blessed. Wealth and
riches will be in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. Unto the upright there arises a
light in the darkness; he is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous. A good man deals
graciously and lends; he will guide his affairs with discretion.
It talks about the descendants and generation of a righteous man. The Living Bible translates it that a
good man's sons have a special heritage. And what a wonderful heritage it is! It includes prosperity and
godly characteristics.
Now what if your parents weren't godly? Of course you would need to love and honour them as your
parents, but you have the opportunity to build a new generation, starting with you. You can cut off the
past and start anew.
A child who has suffered abuse is not doomed. If they grow up full of anger, bitterness and resentment,
and never deal with the issues of the past, then they will never walk in their full God-given potential. But
Christ can set them free from these curses of the past.
This change begins with you, once you get a revelation of who you are in Christ. You may look back
through your family tree and see a recurring pattern: alcoholism, adultery, depression, gambling, suicide ...
but you don't have to ruled by these things. Even though these tragedies may have passed through many
generations, it can all turn around when it comes to you, because you are a new creation in Christ.
Changing the generations
When someone accepts Jesus, no matter who their parents were or what their background was, a new
heritage begins.
Take the time to do an interesting comparison between the

good character of the righteous man in Psalm 112, with the attributes of God, described in the previous
Psalm (Psalm 111). You'll find the wording is identical. The reason we can change the future is because our
heritage is now linked to the nature and character of God the Father, rather than our parents or ancestors,
whose natures are flawed.
Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.
From generation to generation, the goal is to build righteous principles (and therefore foundations) into
our children. I look at young people in the church today and observe how they are becoming stronger,
more confident and more able to express themselves clearly. I am several inches taller than my father, but
my eldest son - at six feet, four inches - is taller than me. Not only are the generations getting bigger, but
with Kingdom principles at work in their lives, the generations are getting stronger.
Sadly, the negative of this scripture also applies. If you train up children in negative ways, they may not
depart from them either. You may hear a youngster vowing that he will never drink like his alcoholic father
and another declaring she will never shout like her mother, but the tragedy is that people so often take on
the very thing they despise. The reason is they have been trained in a certain way and they are candidates
to be prisoners to it.
Children have never been very good at listening to their
elders, but they have never failed to imitate them.
- James Balwin
The way you think is also passed down through generations. It amazes me how many Christians feel
uncomfortable about the subject of wealth. Many people have grown up amid a battler mentality and
cannot comprehend anything other than struggling financially. They would very likely feel guilty if they did
have any money and would either justify it or hide it, rather than use it as an awesome tool for the
Kingdom.

Look forward
By the time some great sport stars reach their mid-thirties, they begin to talk more of the past victories
and what happened when they were at their peak. Ultimately you find a few years later they retire and
end up as TV commentators or motivational speakers.
The great thing about the Kingdom of God is that He wants you to be a high achiever forever, and with
Him you will never reach your peak. There is always something more to look forward to and strive for. He
wants to take you onwards and upwards, stretching you so you keep moving to a higher level.
If someone only talks about the good old days, remembering past miracles and memorable services they
attended, there is inevitably a lack of progress in their life today.
While the tests of the past bear testimony to the greatness of God, you have to keep focussed on the
future, walking in faith step by step. It is good to look back and see how the Lord has brought you forward.
We began our church in a hired hall, then moved to a warehouse, and then the Hills Entertainment Centre
before we bought our own land and built a building. While reflection is good to see how far we have come,
I spend a lot more time thinking about what is ahead.
My father is over seventy and I rarely hear him talking about the 'good old days', even though he has
seen plenty of them. He is still dreaming and moving forward with God, and there is no such thing as
'retirement' in his vocabulary.
The Kingdom of God is all about advancing. You cannot stay where you are now or hold on to the things
of the past. God has so much more for you, plus He has put a lot of thought into your future.
Don't let long-gone events and the past affect your future. Remember not to let the sun go down on your
wrath (or your resentment or regret) or allow it to rule your life any longer. Decide now, today, that the
sun is not to go down on it ever again and you will enter your tomorrow from a place of victory.
CHANGE
THE INFLUENCE OF YESTERDAY
ON TODAY

Chapter 22:
CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

CHANGE THE IMPACT ON THE GENERATIONS
One day I went into an old stone church in a little village in southern England which had been built in the
12th century. Every vicar who had pastored that church over the past 900 years was listed on the wall. It
was a substantially long list and I was interested to see that it revealed that some had been there for a few
months, most had been there several years, but among the names you would occasionally see someone
who had pastored for 38 years or 41 years.
I was interested to see who had been there the longest and eventually found one who had pastored that
village church for over sixty years. That pastor had spent his lifetime serving God in that village church.
In fact, each of those vicars had an impact, be it large or small, positive or negative, and their story will
be told in eternity.
The great use of life is to spend it for something that will
outlast it. - William James
You need to understand that your life is a lot bigger than you think it is. You are not just vapour, but you
are on this earth for a purpose which goes well beyond you and your generation.
The day my father committed his life to Jesus. he didn't understand what was actually happening in
terms of impacting other people's lives. Because of his decision, our family has been changed forever, and
thousands of people have been trained up and are preaching the Gospel worldwide.
There have been some great men of God in days gone by - Wigglesworth, Finney, Spurgeon, Booth - but
they are now in eternity. They made an impact during their generation but in all His wisdom, God chose to
put you and me in this generation. You may imagine living in the time of horse-drawn carriages, but it isn't
coincidence or chance you are here today. You are here for a time such as this to be part of God's eternal
purpose.
The only thing you take with you when you're gone is
what you leave behind. - John Allston
The decision you make and the actions you take have a huge impact, not only on yourself but on the
generations to come. You will pass on a baton to the next generation. What will that baton look like?
In 1999, my father Frank Houston decided to step back from day-to-day running of his church, Sydney
Christian Life Centre, and passed the baton of leadership on to me. What an honour for Bobbie and me to
continue building on the foundations laid by my parents. It was also a tremendous responsibility as we
were already pastoring Hills Christian Life Centre in Sydney's north west. Today Hillsong Church continues
what was started in 1977, with our two major worship centres, a city-wide network of cells, and
contributing services and ministries all adding to the expansion of future generations.

