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Lavish lifestyle of Hillsong preacher
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company — Leadership
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and his family being underwritten by the taxpayer
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able to provide housing. cars, over- @ The refund of all ,mg! and  ston told The Sendey Telegropic 1 have 1o pay thousands of dollass in s
I on 0 each N end up pavirg no tax whatsoever ™
. ?

seas travel, jon, credid  services tx paid by the would welcome a charities commass—  [ninge-benefits fax T
cards and olher perks free of fringe  their pastoral duties hack lo LM ion .., b0 avaid continued’ specu- Lobly group 'I‘m Australia Hallsomg spokesman sad: *“We
henelits orincome tax @ The creation of a petwork of lstion surrounding charities doing  spokesman Rioger wants the m fnan Howston or any
And since LMI was oot up in 2001,  Hillsong subsidisries in South Al- timate woek in the community,”  Governmend Bo adopt Tressury sec- stuff 100 per cont. or
the Houston famiby's relatiopghip  doy Brtain, Sweden and Ukraine. r Houston said his (otal galiry  retary Ken Henne®s ecommenelation.  anpwhere close tor that amount.
with the any has inchaded The Sundey Telegroph has also  was “just over 5300 000" thst tax exemgpisons for churches be lﬁmﬂiﬂﬂl"
@ Property deals that have earned  leant that the Australian Taxation The ATO defines salory as msh  replsced with direct grants Howton added My sy
Brian Houston and his wife Bobhie  Odfice reviewed LMI's fax-free  payments, excluding fringe benelits Uniler the Tax Act, eremnocap  has been consistent the
affirmed  and i on the amenmt of clitrelses vear and mcudes frmpe I

§14 milllon. The Houwstons are siill  sisius this year and has re- exemptions

tenants of waterfront properties af it despite growing concerns about n Pentecostal  preacher Philip  can pay ministers of religon befors pay pervonal income tax ™ :

Eoli Reach and the Howkesbary  lack of accountabiity in the not-for-  Powell, a eritic and former Assemb-  incurring hﬁhimmg
lies of God national secretary, said © [ Mega-chuerches such a3 Hillsorg wmuiﬁﬁd

River that they sold to LMI prodik sector,

® A 31 million, fringe benefits tax- ~ ATO  Assistand  Commissioner  Hillsorg, which has a eon v taken full sdvantsge of this —salares as -
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@ The we of vehicles wosth more  manitor religious organisations. **|| showld be recojmised for what  Hillsong says mot for those lke Hillong, which
than $120,000 Do ta-free skatus was granded, it B¢ @ corporation, not a church.' A formner Assemhlies of God  earms 550 million o year

@ Fully funded  overseas fours  churches were “technically invisible  Mr Powell said **Hilliong |s really pasior, whe declmed bo be pamed,  ““The Government hat an oppol-
where Brian - Houston ¢an eam 1o the tax office”’. Mr Hardy said jiist a sales and marketing operathon.  smid. **1t%'what many of the AOG  humity to make the fax sysbom more
SUSI0.000 a speech i “hove offer- O the push fior 3 special national s you took oul the religious  churches are Hillsong can ~ fair loopholes 1hat
fngs™" on the preaching circoit body to oversee charities, Mr Hou-  aspect, a company like that woiki  legally pay all of Howston's  exist ™ Mt Thmsms said
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